XLII. 4 , 


■kO 1 
1^1 

ri 4 6 Report of the Council to the 

w 

i 

l^nd Mr. Jeans’ services were required, so that he left Cambridge 
I^without taking a degree. During part of the time he was at 
!|Oambridge, he had to examine the officers in mathematics, and 
Shis necessitated a journey to Portsmouth every month. He 
“was afterwards appointed mathematical master in the College at 
Portsmouth, and held this post till 1866, when he retired to 
Langstone House, near Havant, where he resided till his death. 
For some time he was mathematical master in the Royal Military 
Academy at Woolwich, and he was an examiner of merchant 
officers in nautical astronomy under the Trinity Board. At 
Langstone he built and endowed a small chapel, which is now 
connected with the Rectory at Havant. He died on March 
23, 1881. 

He was the author of the following works, which were chiefly 
intended for the use of naval students (1) Plane and Spherical 
Trigonometry. Two Parts, Portsea, 1842. A second edition ap¬ 
peared in 1847-8, and a sixth edition of Part I. in 1873. 

(2) Problems in Astronomy , Surveying , and Navigation (1849). 

(3) The Theory of Nautical Astronomy and Navigation (1853). 

Hew editions appeared of Part I. in 1870, and of Part II. in 
1868. (4) Handbook of the Stars, of which the third edition 

appeared in 1868. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Society on March 13, 1840. 

Conrad Hume Pinches was born in January 1820, and was 
the son of Mr. William Pinches, who, for more than forty years, 
conducted a school in Ball Alley, Lombard Street. The enthu¬ 
siastic devotion to his work which the father displayed com¬ 
municated itself to his sons, three of whom—Dr. C. H. Pinches, 
Mr. William Pinches, and Mr. Edward E. Pinches—entered the 
scholastic profession, and were at one time simultaneously at the 
head of three schools in different parts of London, containing in 
the aggregate more than 400 pupils. 

Dr. C. H. Pinches was educated at his father’s school, which 
he left in 1836 ; and in 1838 he was junior master in a school at 
Pentonville. In 1840 he became one of the assistant masters in 
the Clapham Grammar School, at the head of which was the 
Rev. Charles Pritchard, now Savilian Professor of Astronomy at 
Oxford. To his connection with this school Dr. Pinches 
always attributed much of his success, and a warm and intimate 
friendship sprang up between him and Mr. Pritchard which was 
broken only by death. 

At the end of 1843 ^ r * Pinches, acting on the advice of Mr. 
Pritchard, began work as a schoolmaster on his own account, 
taking possession of Clarendon House, Kennington Road, at 
that time a small school containing about twenty boys. The 
school rapidly increased, and new class- and lecture-rooms, and 
a laboratory, &c., were built. Dr. Pinches continued to conduct 
this school with great success till his retirement in 1871. The 
school was generally full, and contained sometimes over 150 
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Ijiupils. When tlie Oxford Local Examinations were established, 
!|h 1857, he took a leading part in establishing a committee for 
leaking the necessary arrangements for conducting these exami¬ 
nations in London, and undertook for a time the laborious duties 
“of honorary secretary. Although not one of the original 
founders of the College of Preceptors, he joined it very shortly 
after its establishment, and was closely connected with it until 
his death. He was elected treasurer in 1873. * 

Between 1863 and 1866 he kept terms at the Middle Temple, 
and was called to the bar. He was the author of a manual on 
Elocution. 

In 1850 he married Sarah Ann East, who died a few months 
before him. Pive sons and two daughters survive him. 

He was elected Pellow of the Society on May 13^ 1S59, and 
was a regular attendant at the evening meetings. 


Carl Christian Bruhns was born at Ploen, in Holstein, on 
Hovember 22, 1830. He was the son of a locksmith, and was 
sent to the school of his native place, it being intended that he 
should be a mechanician. In the spring of 1851 he went to 
Berlin. His desire for knowledge, which in his boyhood had 
been checked by bad health, here found more scope. Through 
some pieces of work which as a mechanician he had to perform 
at the Berlin Observatory he became known to Encke the 
Director, who soon found out his extraordinary capacity as a 
computer. Encke supplied him with the means of further im¬ 
proving himself; and by strenuous efforts he in a very short 
time supplied the chief deficiencies in his knowledge, and entered 
the university as a student. 

In 1852 Encke appointed him Second Assistant in the Ob¬ 
servatory, and in 1854, on Galle’s leaving, he was made First 
Assistant. He graduated at the university in 1858, the title of 
his dissertation being De planetis minoribus. He won also an 
academic prize with an essay on astronomical refraction; and in 
1858 became a Privatdocent in the university. In i860, at Eneke’s 
suggestion, he was appointed Extraordinary Professor of As¬ 
tronomy at Leipzig in succession to D’Arrest; and when Mobius 
died he was made Ordinary Professor and Director of the 
Observatory. The existing observatory being inadequate, Bruhns 
was commissioned by the Government to build a new one, and 
selected the site and prepared the plans for the present Obser¬ 
vatory, which was built under his supervision. The numerous 
observations made at this Observatory, both by Bruhns and 
his assistants, bear witness to the energy which he devoted to it. 
He discovered six comets, and applied his remarkable talent for 
calculation to the determination of the orbits of many comets 
and minor planets. During his twenty years’ professorship he 
had as his pupils many astronomers whose names are already 
famous. 
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